
Where Did the Bible Come From?

This talk explores the Bible's origins as both a divine and human text, shaped through history and 
preserved for generations. By understanding its formation, we see the Bible not just as a set of 
rules but as a profound story of God’s interaction with humanity. This expanded summary 
addresses the Bible’s complex development, historical reliability, and unique purpose as a 
divinely inspired text that points to Jesus.

I. Understanding the Bible’s Dual Nature: Divine and Human

1. The M.C. Escher Analogy: A Dual Origin

• Two Hands Drawing: This image illustrates how the Bible can be viewed as both divine 
and human—similar to M.C. Escher’s drawing of two hands drawing each other, 
representing the Bible as “a divine word and a human word.”

• Challenging Common Misconceptions: Many view the Bible as if it were “golden 
tablets” dropping from heaven, complete and devoid of human influence. This 
misconception, prevalent among both skeptics and believers, limits understanding of the 
Bible’s unique, human-divine collaboration.

2. The Bible’s Covenant Purpose

• Foundation Stories and Covenant: The Bible begins by recounting God’s rescue of the 
Israelites from Egypt and His covenant with them at Mount Sinai, where He establishes a 
covenant relationship.

◦ Exodus 17: The Bible’s first mention of writing comes when God commands 
Moses to document Israel’s victory in battle, symbolizing the Bible’s role in 
preserving God’s actions for future generations.

◦ Terms of the Covenant: Later, Moses writes down God’s covenant laws, a guide 
for Israel’s identity and mission, aimed at helping them live as a “kingdom of 
priests” and representatives of God’s character.

• The Prophets and Covenant Faithfulness: Prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah arose 
when Israel broke the covenant, calling them back to God’s ways. Their writings, now 
part of the Bible, document the terms and consequences of Israel’s relationship with God.

◦ Jeremiah’s Process: An example of the Bible’s human element is seen in 
Jeremiah’s dictation to his scribe Baruch, where the prophet’s words were 
meticulously recorded, edited, and later recopied after the original scroll was 
destroyed.



II. The Bible’s Historical Development and Preservation

1. Oral Tradition and Written Texts

• Oral Transmission: Much of the Bible’s content was passed down orally before it was 
written, with stories, songs, and laws memorized as part of Israel’s cultural heritage. This 
oral tradition laid the groundwork for the Bible’s written form.

◦ Passover Meal: The Passover celebration exemplifies how Israel preserved and 
relived their history through ritual. The meal symbolizes their deliverance from 
Egypt, reinforcing their identity as God’s chosen people.

• Recording of Texts: Key events, like the covenant at Sinai, were later documented to 
ensure future generations would understand Israel’s history and relationship with God. 
This careful record-keeping also began a tradition of written preservation and reverence 
for the texts.

• The Scrolls of the Prophets: Over time, additional writings from prophets and leaders 
were added, forming the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament, a collection of history, 
poetry, and prophecy.

2. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Reliability of the Text

• Significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls: The discovery of these ancient scrolls offered 
manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible dating as far back as 200 BCE. These scrolls provided 
unprecedented insight into the Bible’s consistency and textual integrity across centuries.

◦ Comparison with Later Manuscripts: Scholars compared the Dead Sea Scrolls 
with the much later Leningrad Codex, a Medieval-era manuscript, revealing only 
minor variations, further affirming the Bible’s historical authenticity.

• The Leningrad Codex: This Medieval manuscript is a key source for the Hebrew Bible. 
Scribes known as “Masoretes” added meticulous notes to the text, preserving its accuracy 
by detailing unusual words or spellings and ensuring each generation maintained textual 
integrity.

3. Textual Variations: Complexity Without Scandal

• Human Element in Preservation: The Bible’s transmission includes minor textual 
variations, often insignificant. The diligent work of scribes, who noted differences and 
refined the text over centuries, reinforces the Bible’s resilience and reliability.

• Jesus and the Fulfillment of the Covenant: The New Testament writers saw Jesus as 
fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies and covenant promises. Jesus’ teachings, passed 
down and documented by His disciples, became the basis of the New Testament, marking 
the formation of a new covenant community.



III. Jesus, Apostolic Authority, and the New Testament

1. Jesus’ Relationship with the Hebrew Scriptures

• The Fulfillment of the Old Testament: Jesus declared that He came to fulfill, not 
abolish, the Old Testament law. His life and teachings aligned with the promises and 
prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures.

• Passing Authority to the Apostles: Before His ascension, Jesus commissioned His 
disciples to “teach all nations” His commandments. This passing of authority established 
the foundation for the New Testament, giving the apostles the responsibility to preserve 
and teach Jesus’ message.

2. The New Testament as an Extension of Jesus’ Authority

• Formation of the New Testament: The New Testament books, written by the apostles 
and their close associates, include the Gospels, letters, and prophetic writings that serve 
as inspired guides for Christian faith and practice.

• The Gospels and Apostolic Letters: The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 
record Jesus’ life, teachings, death, and resurrection, while the letters offer practical 
instruction for living out Jesus’ teachings in diverse cultural contexts.

IV. The Bible’s Unique Purpose and Mission

1. The Bible as a Covenant Story, Not a Rule Book

• Beyond a Divine Rulebook: The Bible is often misconstrued as a simple list of rules. 
Instead, its purpose is to tell the story of God’s interaction with humanity, highlighting 
His mission to redeem and restore.

• Relational and Covenantal Language: Like marriage vows, the Bible’s laws and 
commandments are given to foster a loving relationship between God and His people, 
guiding them toward a life that reflects His character and purpose.

◦ Example of Marriage: Just as marriage vows serve to grow and strengthen a 
relationship, the Bible’s commandments were designed to help humanity flourish 
in alignment with God’s intentions.



2. The Bible as God’s Love Letter to Humanity

• A Relational Text: More than an academic exercise, the Bible is intended to be a living, 
relational text that connects readers to God. Its messages of grace, love, and redemption 
draw people into a deeper relationship with Him.

• Testimonies of Transformation: Countless lives, including those of skeptics and 
seekers, have been transformed through the Bible. Many describe experiencing Jesus 
personally through its pages, a dynamic that makes it much more than mere literature.

3. Faith and Scholarship: Complementing Each Other

• Complexity as an Invitation, Not a Barrier: The Bible acknowledges its own 
complexities and invites readers to wrestle with its teachings. This honesty about its 
formation and development reflects a profound confidence in its message.

• Historical Study as Faith-Enriching: Understanding the Bible’s historical context and 
origins doesn’t undermine faith; rather, it can deepen trust in its authenticity and enrich 
one’s relationship with God by offering a fuller picture of His character and actions.

V. Conclusion: Trusting the Bible’s Story and Authority

The Bible’s story—from Moses’ writings to the New Testament letters—forms a cohesive 
narrative that reveals God’s mission to redeem and renew humanity. Far from falling from 
heaven complete, the Bible came to us through the lives of real people, carefully preserved 
across centuries and continents by communities who revered its message. This origin, far from 
diminishing its authority, showcases its unique ability to speak across cultures and time.

• Jesus as the Heart of Scripture: Ultimately, the Bible centers on Jesus, calling believers 
into a relationship with Him and inviting them into a transformative way of life.

• Invitation to Follow: The Bible’s authority is not just informational but transformational, 
offering guidance for believers to become more like Jesus as they grow in their faith.

• Final Reflection: The authority of the Bible is rooted in its relational, covenantal 
purpose. Believers are encouraged to engage with Scripture thoughtfully, allowing it to 
shape their lives as they walk in faith, strengthened by God’s Spirit and guided by His 
word.


